Title: Duties of Members - Personal Evangelism – Jose Francis Martinez
Purpose: To motivate members of the church to do their duty of personal evangelism.  

Introduction

1.
Living a godly Christian life is one of the duties of church members.  

2.
But what does living a godly Christian life consist? In our previous studies, we have already considered personal devotion and domestic godliness. Now we move to consider another aspect of a godly Christian life—personal evangelism. 

Trans:
In dealing with this subject, let me begin with…

I.
THREE VITAL ASPECTS OF PERSONAL EVANGELISM

A.
And the first vital aspect of personal evangelism is the testimony of your lips.

1.
1Peter 2:7-10 (READ)

a.
Unlike unbelievers, believers in Christ are a highly privileged and favored people even more than the Jews under the OC. For under the NC we who are believers in Christ are part of God’s   chosen race, royal priesthood, holy nation, a people for God’s own possession which was only foreshadowed under the OC. 

b.
However, this tremendous privilege carries with it a corresponding duty stated in VS 9 (READ) “so that you might proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 

c.
Now this word translated “proclaim” evxaggei,lhte can be translated “to tell out” or “ to speak out ”; “to declared abroad”, “to divulge”, or “to publish”; “to make known by proclaiming”. And this word has to do particularly with the activity of the lips—verbal communication. It is a similar word used in Mark 16:8 “They (the women) went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had gripped them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”

d.
And what are we Christians to verbally proclaim? VS 9 (READ) “ the excellencies of Him who has called you out from darkness into His marvelous light.”

e.
So clear from this passage is that it your duty (Christian) to tell others of the excellencies of the God who saved you— that is the testimony of your lips.

2.
1Peter 3:14-15 (READ)

a.
Here the Apostle Peter is addressing Christians of different ages and callings in life who were undergoing persecutions for the sake of their commitment to Christ and to righteousness. Some of these Christians were slaves, some were wives, some were husbands, some were young and some were old. 

b.
And yet Peter makes it clear to them that it is their duty to fear no intimation and to be always ready to make a defense to everyone who asks them to give an account for the hope that is in them with gentleness and reverence.

c.
And the word “make a defense” avpologi,an definitely means in the context a verbal defense. It refers to a reasoned defense of what you believe and hope for in the context of adversity. 

d.
So clear from this passage is that it your duty (Christian) to give a reasoned defense for the hope that is in you—that is the testimony of your lips. This is not just the duty of pastors and theologians but of all Christians.

3.
Colossians 4:2-6 (READ)

a.
Ministers of the gospel have been given the task to proclaim the gospel of Christ and for that Christians are to pray for ministers of the gospel.

b.
However, this task of proclaiming the gospel is not just the work of ministers. It is the task of all Christians.

c.
Thus Paul adds in VS 5 (READ). And what is one of the ways Christians are to do walk in wisdom? VS 6 (READ). 

d.
So again this speaks of the Christian’s duty to do the work of personal evangelism. And particularly emphasize here is the testimony of our lips. We must labor to know how to response appropriately to questions, statements, answers people make whether they be Roman Catholics, Atheists, Agnostics, Oneness, Mormon, Universalist, etc. 

e.
Now some Christians will be particularly gifted in this area than others—yes. But all Christians must work at cultivating this ability. It is like playing basketball. Your gift might not be rebounding. But that does not mean you will try to rebound because that is not your gift or strength. You have to try doing it and keep working at it. 

B.
But then a second vital of personal evangelism is a consistent Christian conduct. We must not think that personal evangelism just involves the testimony of our lips. It includes that but it is more than that. It also includes a consistent Christian conduct. 

1.
Matthew 5:14-16 (READ). 

a.
Note that the Lord hear does not say, “that they may hear your good words, and glorify your Father who is in heaven”. But our Lord puts in emphasis of our conduct— “that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven”.

b.
The fact that end result in view of our good works is that people may glorify our Father who is in heaven indicates that we are to explain why we are doing what we are doing and what is the source of our strength in what we are doing. However, Jesus puts in emphasis not upon the testimony of our lips but upon the kind of lives we live. That is a vital aspect of personal evangelism. 

2.
1Peter 3:1-2 (READ). 

a.
The fact that these husbands are described as those who are “disobedient to the word” indicates that they already know the word of the gospel but remain disobedient to it. They have heard it. They know it. But they remain disobedient to it.

b.
So how can Christian wives in this situation win their husbands to the faith? Not by betting continually the gospel drum—it will not work. But by their godly consistent Christian conduct. As they see what the gospel has done for their wives, they might just give it more serious attention and consideration and be won to the faith. 

c.
So part of a Christian’s duty of personal evangelism is not just the testimony of the lips but also consistent Christian conduct.

3.
1Peter 3:15-16 (READ). 

a.
It is not enough for you Christian to be ready to make a defense to everyone who ask you to give an account for the hope that is in you—that is essential but that is not enough. You must also keep a good conscience in order to silence unbelievers who act as your critics. 

b.
The testimony of your lips must be backed up with a consistent Christian conduct or you will be like a soldier who has armor on the front but not at the back. Without an armor in the back, people can still discredit your well reasoned verbal defense of the faith.

C.
The third vital aspect of personal evangelism is prayer for the salvation of the lost.

1.
The testimony of our lips and a consistent Christian conduct cannot, in and of themselves, bring a sinner to Christ. 

a.
Think of Christ! He was perfect in terms of His evangelism. He was brilliant and masterful in His verbal statements and responses. No one was and could ever be like Him. Moreover, His conduct was impeccable that His enemy could not charge His justly with any sin. And yet most of the Jews did not embrace the gospel message. 

b.
Why? John 3:19-21 (READ). Man as a fallen creature hates the light. They will not come to the light less their deeds be exposed for what they really are. Therefore, all those who come to light only shows that God has worked in them.

c.
Think of Lydia. If God had not opened her heart, she would not have positively responded to the preaching of God. Acts 16:14 (READ).

2.
Therefore, no work of evangelism is complete without praying that God will open the heart of the one being evangelized. And here Paul provides a pattern—Rom 10:1 (READ). Paul desired the salvation of his fellow Jews; and that desire he sought to attain not just by preaching the gospel and living a godly live in order to commend the gospel but also by praying for their salvation. 

3.
So this three aspects of personal evangelism must be present—the testimony of our lips, a consistent Christian conduct, and prayer for the lost. And when you have these three combined—that is deadly.

Trans:
 But then secondly, consider with me...

II
SOME IMPORTANT QUALIFICATIONS/RAMIFICATIONS FOR PERSONAL EVANGELISM

A.
This duty of personal evangelism is to be carried out in the context of your own God-given calling in life, and would therefore mean varying degrees of opportunities.

1.
It is not unusual for young Christians to think that since evangelism is a duty which all Christians must engage in, then Christians are to abandon their own God-given callings in life and just engage in evangelism. If you are farmer, then quit farming and engage in evangelism. If you are a student, then quit studying and  engage in evangelism. Or if you are a nurse, then quit nursing and engage in evangelism. After all, did not the twelve quit their fishing and became fishers of men?  

2.
But note the Apostolic directive to churches in 1Cor 7:17, 20, 24 (READ).

a.
Now this is the general rule. If a man is a farmer, then let him continue in his farming. If he is a banker, then let him continue in his banking. And this directive Paul gives to all the churches.

b.
Now there are exceptions to this general rule—like if a man is a robber or if a man is called to the work of the ministry. But exceptions are exceptions, they are not the rule. 

3.
Therefore, this work of personal evangelism is to be carried out in the context of your own God-given calling in life. And this would mean that different Christians with different callings in life will have  varying degrees of opportunities. And it is cruelty on a part of church to expect that all members should be able to do equal amount of time in this work of evangelism. 

4.
However, with what ever opportunities you have, grab it. Make the most of whatever opportunities you may have to speak of your Savior and the gospel, to commend the gospel with your conduct, and to pray for the lost.

 B. 
This duty of personal evangelism is to be carried out according to your own God-given gift/s. 

1.
Some people think that personal evangelism necessarily means having your own bible study group or teaching Vacation Bible School or doing house to house visitation in order to tell people about the gospel. 

2.
But different people have different gifts or areas of strengths. Therefore, we must never stereotype personal evangelism only in terms of those things people commonly associate with evangelism. 

3.
What is needed is a sober assessment of gifts and the wise use of gifts available in the church. Rom 12:3-6a (READ).

4.
So soberly assess your gifts. If you can’t lead a Bible study in an edifying way then think of something. And in areas that is not your strength, wisely tap the resources available in the church.

C.
This duty of personal evangelism is to be carried out NOT at the exclusion or neglect of  your other God-given duties and responsibilities.

1.
Personal evangelism is a duty that should not be neglected. But neither should this duty be pursued at the expense or neglect of other God-given duties. 

2.
And this issue is so important to emphasized because the neglect of other God-given duties will undermine and even destroy the work—Tit 2:3-5, 6-8, 9-10 (READ).

3.
Objection: “But pastor, so many people are dying everyday without Christ? And they will all perish in a Christless eternity? So why won’t  I just neglect my other God-given duties in order to share the gospel of as many as I can?”

a.
But no one knows that better than God Himself. He knows that multitudes are dying in a Christless eternity. And yet, He still has given us other responsibilities besides personal evangelism. So are you saying that God is unwise in given you these other responsibilities? Have you become wiser and more compassionate than God?

b.
Besides, remember that God is not really in need of you to reach the lost—as if He cannot do it without you. Acts 17:25 “nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things…” God is to be served by human hands—yes. But not as though He needs man’s help. For we are the ones who are utterly dependent upon God. If God wills to reach all the lost with the gospel, then He can write gospel tracts on the sky, or make a donkey speak, or send an angel to preach. 

c.
Therefore, you have no right to neglect your other God-given responsibilities in order to do the work of personal evangelism. Do that work—yes. But not at the expense or neglect of your other God-given duties.

Conclusion

1.
Unless new converts are being continually added, a church will cease to exist in just one generation. Therefore, do your part in the work of personal evangelism. 

2.
Cultivate a consistent Christian conduct. Cultivate the ability to verbally communicate the gospel clearly and how to respond properly. And pray that God would open the hearts of sinners to respond to message of salvation. 

3.
And who knows what God will do? Since He is the business of saving sinners, He might just use you. And even if God choices to use you to bring just a few to Christ, at least you know that you have done your duty. 

4.
But to you who are strangers of Christ—how can you share the gospel message to others when you yourself refuse to embrace the gospel message? Unbelievers like you would say, “Physician, first heal yourself!” Therefore, let 1st things be first. Look at the example of David’s restoration which is also applicable in conversion - Ps 51:10-13 (READ). Embrace the Christ of the gospel message. 

